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point, Mr. de Valera exhorted the parties earnestly in the following
terms:
When listening to the representatives of China and Japan, I sought
chiefly, as I am sure all members of the Council did, to find in their
speeches something that would justify us in looking with some confidence
for a satisfactory and speedy settlement of a conflict that has been going
on too long. I am afraid we have heard little so far to inspire us with any
confident expectations....
In these circumstances, there does not seem to me to be at present any
measure of agreement between the two parties on the recommendations
made in the report upon which the Council might base any observations
or suggestions likely to be of practical assistance to the Assembly in
determining the lines of the settlement which it is that body's duty to
effect.
As President of the Council, I feel bound to express the hope that the
views which we have heard stated here by the representatives of China
and Japan within the last few days do not represent the final attitudes
of their respective Governments, and that no solution will be rejected
which offers the possibility of a just and permanent settlement of this
tragic dispute.
I feel that I am speaking now, not only for the Council, but for the
great body of public opinion in the outside world. It is to the revulsion
of public opinion which followed the War that we owe this League and
the machinery which the League provides for settling pacifically disputes
such as that now before us. It would be an intolerable defiance of public
opinion if in a dispute such as this, especially one involving two Members
of the League of the importance of China and Japan, that machinery
were not availed of to the full, or if the working of that machinery were
impeded by any want of the necessary co-operation on the part of one
of the states concerned.
In answer, Mr. Matsuoka declared that
Japan is convinced that the only way to assure the establishment of
durable peace in the Far East is to pursue consistently the policy that
actuated Japan in according formal recognition to the new state of
Manchukuo. This is the only and the surest way to realize the high hope
of peace entertained by all.
On the 28th November the President read to the Council a letter
from Mr. Matsuoka, dated the 27th, announcing that the Japanese
Government maintained 'the reservation which it9 had 'made on
more than one occasion with regard to Article 15 of the Covenant, and
that for this reason' he—Mr. Matsuoka—would' have to abstain from
voting in the matter'. Thereupon, the President's proposal to trans-
mit the Lytton Report, and the minutes of the Council's meetings,
to the Assembly was adopted by the Council, with the Japanese
delegate abstaining, as he had been instructed.
Accordingly, on the 28th November, 1932, the Assembly was

